Oxford and Its Story

The struggle passed through several stages. The
mayor, one Michael Hethe by name, refused to take
the customary oath at S. Mary's to maintain the
privileges of the University. Proceedings were in-
stituted against him. His answer, when he was
summoned to appear at S. Mary's Church and show
cause why he should not be declared perjured and
excommunicate, was couched in very spirited terms :

ei Recommend me unto your master, and shew him, I am
here in this town the King's Grace's lieutenant for lack of a
better, and I know no cause why I should appear before him.
I know him not for my ordinary."

The court pronounced him contumacious, and sentenced
him to be excommunicated. He was obliged to
demand absolution, but he did not abate the firmness
of his attitude when he obtained it, for he flatly
refused to promise " to stand to the law and to obey
the commands of the Church," though that promise
was proposed as a necessary condition of absolution
being granted.

Before the end of this year (1530) the town made
a direct petition to the King against the University, in
which the chief incidents in the hard-fought battle are
recounted in detail. Complaint is made, for instance,
that the commissary

"Doth take fourpence for the sale of every horse-lode of
fresh salmon, & one penny of every seme of fresshe herrings,
which is extorcyon '*: and again " Another time he sent for
one William Falofelde & demanded of him a duty that he
should give him a pint of wine of every hogshead that he
did set a-broach, for his taste. And the said William -
answered and said that he knew no such duty to be had, if
he knew it he would gladly give it. And thereupon the
said Commissary said he would make him know that it was
his duty & so sent him to prison: and so ever since, for
fear of imprisonment, the said William Falofelde hath sent
him wine when he sent for it, which is to the great losse and
hindrance of the said William Falofelde."
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